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letʼs do
theology

experience

explore

reflect

respond



research



Exodus 3-15
Leviticus 25 and 26
Deut 18:15-22
Judges 4 and 5
1 Sam 10:9-12
2 Sam 12:1-14
1 Kings 13
1 Kings 17,18,19
1 Kings 21
1 Kings 22:1-28
2 Kings 6: 8-23
Isaiah 1
Isaiah 5
Isaiah 53
Isaiah 35

Isaiah 58
Isaiah 61
Jeremiah 1
Jeremiah 9:1-19
Jeremiah 10:1-22
Jeremiah 11:1-8
Jeremiah 29:4-14
Ezekiel 12:1-11
Ezekiel 37
Ezekiel 47:1-12
Micah 1:8-16
Daniel 5
Daniel 6
Hos 11
Amos 5



prophetic
imagination

“The task of prophetic ministry is to nurture, 
nourish and evoke a consciousness and 
perception alternative to the consciousness and 
perception of the dominant culture around us.”



seeing
differently

“We need to ask not whether it is 
realistic or practical or viable but whether 
it is imaginable. We need to ask if our 
consciousness and imagination have 
been so assaulted and co-opted by the 
royal consciousness that we have been 
robbed of the courage or power to think 
an alternative thought.”



prophetic
imagination

“Imagination is a danger thus every totalitarian 
regime is frightened of the artist. It is the 
vocation of the prophet to keep alive the 
ministry of imagination to keep on conjouring 
and proposing alternative futures to the single 
one the king wants to urge as the only thinkable 
one”



open his eyes so he may see



“Every act of a minister who would 
be prophetic is part of a way of 
evoking , forming and reforming an 
alternative community”



grief



amazement



imagination is more important than knowledge



May God bless us with discomfort
At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships
So that we may live from deep within our hearts

May God bless us with anger
At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of God's creations
So that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless us with tears
To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, 
hunger, and war,
So that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and
To turn their pain into joy

And may God bless us with just enough foolishness
To believe that we can make a difference in the world,
So that we can do what others claim cannot be done:
To bring justice and kindness to all our children and all our 
neighbors who are poor.
Amen.
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“The characteristic way of the prophet is that of poetry and lyric”

“The poet is not changing external politics but is 
reclaiming imagination... 
We ought not underestimate the power of the poet”



totalitarian regimes make artists

silent



                                          art and

prophecy





prophetic 
ministry



dissent

“There can be no constructive change at all, even in 
church, unless there is some form of dissent. By dissent I 
mean simply the proposing of alternatives, and a system 
that is not continuously examining alternatives is not likely 
to evolve creatively.”



dissent

“Organisations the church included, are built to administer, 
maintain and protect from harm that which already exists; in 
contrast creative or dissenting people are designed to give 
birth to that which has never been in existence before. The 
dissenters threaten the well oiled structures of an 
organisation's process. The alternatives they propose are 
seen as chaotic, something to be vigorously avoided by those 
taking comfort in the predictable and safe ways of tradition.”



“Jesus Christ himself and all the prophets 
throughout history have acted as dissenters”



newness



innovate or die



newness
tactic 1: refounding

not by leaving the 
tradition but by 
driving to its heart

“What a commission it is to speak a future that none think imaginable! Of 
course that cannot be done by inventing new symbols for that is wishful 
thinking. Rather it means to move back into the deepest memories of this 
community and activate those very symbols that have always been the 
very basis for contradicting the regnant consciousness. Therefore the 
symbols of hope cannot be general and universal but must be those that 
have been known concretely in this particular history. And when the 
prophet returns with the community to those deep symbols they will 
discern that hope is not a late tacked on hypothesis to serve a crisis but 
rather the primal dimension of every memory of this community.”

faithful improvisation



remixing the church

audit - retreival - unbundling - supplementing - remixing



unbundling



what kind of person?



“The axiom means that a refounding project should 
not normally be placed in the midst of existing 
works/structures, where prophetic people would be 
under constant critical assessment by members of 
the community and required to waste invaluable 
energy apologising for what they are doing.”

newness
tactic 2:
the new belongs elsewhere



newness
tactic 3:
mission communities/orders

“a shock therapy of the 
Holy Spirit for the church as 
a whole... 
the institutionalised form of 
a dangerous memory within 
the church”



newness
tactic 3:
mission communities/orders

“There were dangers (19th 20th 
century) in priests from religious 
orders accepting parish duties. 
Priesthood as we have seen was 
not intended to be the identifying 
characteristic of their vocation but 
rather commitment to prophetic 
ministry was to be their 
distinguishing quality.”



the purpose of formation: inculturation



sods 

mods

+

prophet/
evangelist 

pastor/
teacher

+

apostolic procession



newness
tactic 3:
mission communities/orders
“Religious are called to prophetic 
ministry. Hence candidates who 
enter a religious congregation must 
be clearly told that they join not to 
be priests as such but prophetic 
agents of the gospel. They are to 
exercise their priesthood as the 
service to the prophetic mission.”





“The best way to understand 
Jesus and his ministry is to 
understand him as he 

understood himself: 
as a prophet”



“ Jesus of Nazereth, a prophet, 
and more than a prophet, 
practiced in most radical form 
the main elements of prophetic 
ministry and imagination. 

On the one hand he practiced 
criticism of the deathly world 
around him. The dismantling 
was fully wrought in his 
crucifixion, in which he himself 
embodied the thing dismantled. 

On the other hand he practiced 
the energising of the new future 
given by God. This energising 
was fully wrought in his 
resurrection, in which he 
embodied the new future given 
by God.”



imagine



prophetic 
mission



“Prophecy might be the best single word to 
describe the reality of mission in today's world”



sharing good news of

jesus christ



the kingdom of god is 

creation healed



here as well as there



the church exists by mission as fire exists by burning
[emil brunner]

an adventure of the imagination
[john taylor]



“In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, 
both men and women, 
I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
and they will prophesy.”



prophethood 
of all believers



“Follow the way of love and 
eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, 
especially prophecy.”

[1 Cor 14:1]



letʼs do
theology

respond



adjacent
possible
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